
Careers Session 4 - Life after Year 11…

Personal Learning  Criteria 
PLC 1 

I know the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of 
Apprenticeships.

PLC 2 

I know the 
differences 

between college 
and sixth form 

college

PLC 3 

I know the different 
colleges here in 
Wirral, their entry 
requirements and 

how to apply.  



1. Advantages of apprenticeships 
2.

Advantages of 
Apprenticeships 

Watch the 2 video clips 
and create a concept 
map on the 
advantages of 
apprenticeships. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6jf92p
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8L9NDPYRyg


Advantages of 
Apprenticeships 

On the job 
experience/training 

Paid 
Helps to develop 

soft skills 

Gain Qualifications 
(Paid for by the 
employer) 



What are the differences between college and sixth 
form?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDlD_se44g4


College V Sixth Form 

Everyone writes task:
Draw the table below into your book and write the advantages of each.  



How many did you get?
College V Sixth Form 

College gives you more independence. Sixth form may want you to dress 
smart/have a uniform.

No uniform. Sixth form is familiar, same friends, 
teachers. 

Meet new people of different ages. Sixth form teachers will chase you for 
essays/assignments. 

Free periods where you can go off site. No transition process. 

Better resourced.



Colleges: Wirral Met College

Wirral Met is a large college of Further and Higher Education, supporting 
over 10,000 students every year with a range of courses from entry level to 
higher education.
There are 5 different campuses 
1. Wirral Water Campus 
2. The Oval Campus 
3. Twelve Quays Campus 
4. Conway Park Campus 
5. Hamilton Campus 

Each Campus specialises on a specific vocation. Have a virtual tour of 
each by following this link: https://www.wmc.ac.uk/virtual-tours 

https://www.wmc.ac.uk/virtual-tours


Courses at Wirral Met: 
BTec
T-Levels 
A- Levels 
Apprenticeship
CPD (Continued Professional 
Development) 
19+ 
Full Time Education
University 



What is a Btec?

A Btec, or 'Business and Technology Education Council' (the name of the body 
which originally oversaw it) is a practical-based, vocational qualification. It can 
be studied at a college or school.
Btecs provide the opportunity to gain hands-on experience in a subject. They're 
an alternative to the more theory-focused, classroom-based ways of learning 
which you might be put off by.
Btecs are increasingly becoming a more popular path to both university and 
particular jobs in place of – or in addition to – A-levels. 
While they are commonly known as an alternative to A-levels, Btec qualifications 
can actually be studied at a number of levels including GCSE and even 
degree-level.
Entry requirements vary depending on the school or college and the particular BTEC course 
you are interested in. You may need up to five GCSEs at grade 9 to 4.

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university


Types of Btec: 

● BTEC Firsts are available from entry level to Level 2 (similar 
standard to GCSEs)

● BTEC Nationals are available from Level 3 (similar standard to A 
levels)

● BTEC Apprenticeships are available at Levels 2 to 5 across more 
than 25 sectors.



Btec equivalent to GCSE



Watch the clips below and then complete the ‘everyone writes’ 
task: 

Everyone writes task: 
What is a Btec?
What are the advantages of a Btec?
What are the minimum entry requirements to study a Btec?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zm3VZavWjSw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xB8kcU2CPfM


What is a T-Level?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqMVJMXaFls






Everyone writes task: 
Imagine you  are a careers adviser. Describe T-Levels to a young person 
you are advising. 

Sentence starters: 
A T-Level is…
You can do a T level in…
The advantages of T Levels are… 
The disadvantages of T Levels are… 
A T-level is worth…


