The Curriculum > English

Why do we learn English?

Pupils learn to appreciate a viewpoint and way of framing an idea whilst critiquing and challenging
both the ideas and the way in which they are communicated. This approach develops their ability
to think imaginatively, widening their horizons, exposing them to new perspectives and fostering
their cultural sensitivity and empathy.

Pupils are taught the skills and knowledge needed to use the written word to communicate in the
real world with clarity and conviction.

How do we learn in English lessons?

Pupils follow the National Curriculum for Key Stage 3 English, which is approached thematically, to
prepare pupils for the demands of Key Stage 4 and the world beyond it.

Our Curriculum Map reflects our knowledge-rich curriculum offer. Knowledge is sequenced and
progressive. Pupils are regularly required to undertake effective retrieval practice.

Pupils study three core themes that are central to life and literature: relationships, conflict and
nature.

As they progress through the key stage, pupils are required to explore these themes through an
increasingly mature and complex lens. Each theme is underpinned by a Big Thinking Question,
which serves to engage pupils and promote inquiry-based learning.

Pupils study a range of fiction and non-fiction texts, reading for pleasure and information. They
also study a wide range of literature , from the canon to the present day, which is used to
inspire both imaginative and academic writing. An important emphasis is also placed upon
grammar and vocabulary, and there is a structured approach to the teaching of these vital
components.

In Key Stage 4, pupils look to cement the core knowledge of KS3; they are expected to demonstrate
an informed and mature understanding of the key themes. Pupils follow the Edugas GCSE
specification for Language and Literature. They are taught a component at a time for each subject.
Knowledge is prioritised: it is defined in Knowledge PLCs, is the focus of retrieval and interleaving
throughout each term and is tested at the end to inform gaps to be plugged. The Subject Site is
also a key vehicle for this.

What do we learn in English?
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